
FACCE SURPLUS (Sustainable and Resilient agriculture for food and 
non-food systems) is an ERA-NET Cofund, formed in collaboration 
between the European Commission and a partnership of 15 
countries in the frame of the Joint Programming Initiative on 
Agriculture, Food Security and Climate Change (FACCE-JPI). 

FACCE SURPLUS is committed to improve collaboration across the 
European Research Area in the range of diverse, but integrated, 
food and non-food biomass production and transformation systems, 
including biorefining. Among other things, the ERA-NET Cofund 
aims to support innovation and value creation from biomass and 
biorefineries and organises joint calls between funding bodies from 
Member States and the European Commission. 

It contributes to the strategic objective of FACCE-JPI to build 
a European Research Area in the domain of agriculture, food 
security and climate change as well as to the scientific objective 
of enhancing resilience in agricultural production systems. In turn, 
this will contribute to tackling the Grand Challenge of ensuring food 
security and agricultural production in the face of climate change.

FACCE SURPLUS First call and Second call
The first call for transnational research projects was launched in 
January 2015 with an indicative total available budget amounted 
to 17M€. In November 2015, 14 projects were selected to receive 
funding in the frame of FACCE SURPLUS.

Recognising that other initiatives are considering the scope and 
application of large-scale biorefineries in the EU context, the second 
call of FACCE SURPLUS focuses on the small-scale biorefinery 
concepts and their potential role in enhancing the sustainability and 
productivity of EU agriculture, as well as their scope to benefit the 
rural economy. 10 partners joined this call for transnational research 
projects with an indicative budget of 6,25M€. The deadline for 
submission of pre-proposals was March 7, 2017, while the deadline 
for full proposal submission is July 17, 2017.

For further information please visit faccesurplus.org and faccejpi.com

Subscribe to the FACCE SURPLUS newsletter on 
faccesurplus.org and stay updated on the latest news 
from the ERA-NET Cofund.

FACCE SURPLUS has received funding from the 
European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation 
programme under grant agreement No 652615



Innovative and sustainable intensification of integrated food and non-food systems to 
develop climate-resilient agro-ecosystems in Europe and beyond

During the last decades, the olive farming industry has experienced an intensi-
fication process that has carried along some radical changes in its thousands-
year-old agronomic practices. 

These are moving from low-input traditional plantation to intensified traditional 
plantation and highly mechanized system. This process has led to the first en-
vironmental risk caused by intensification: excessive use of water resource. The 
current forecasts of climate change will likely worsen this picture, and in a way 
that is difficult to address quantitatively. 

The aim of the research project OLIVE-MIRACLE, funded within the frame of 
FACCE SURPLUS, is to provide accurate tools to test the effectiveness of adap-
tation/mitigation management strategies to support long-term investment de-
cision making on olive-tree cultivation across the Mediterranean under current 
and future climate. 

 
A central point will be the harmonization between farmers’ and sustainable 
ecosystems objectives, coupling olive tree cultivation profitability with the 
capacity of providing environmental services, to be reached by purposely-de-
veloped simulation tools to support decision-making.   

When applied in a global change context, OLIVE-MIRACLE outputs will be a valid 
benchmark on which testing the impact of adaptation strategies on both farmers 
income and ecosystem services providing stakeholders with knowledge input to 
refine or re-orient breeding programs as well as design field operating machinery.  
 
Finally, project outputs have the potential to assess the role of sustainable mit-
igation and adaptation strategies on the optimisation of olive yield and GHGs 
emissions for olive tree cultivation.
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For more information, please visit: faccesurplus.org/research-projects/olive-miracle

OLIVE-MIRACLE
 
ModellIng solutions for improved and Resilient mAnagement 
strategies for Olive tree against future CLimatE change


