
FACCE SURPLUS (Sustainable and Resilient agriculture for food and 
non-food systems) is an ERA-NET Cofund, formed in collaboration 
between the European Commission and a partnership of 15 
countries in the frame of the Joint Programming Initiative on 
Agriculture, Food Security and Climate Change (FACCE-JPI). 

FACCE SURPLUS is committed to improve collaboration across the 
European Research Area in the range of diverse, but integrated, 
food and non-food biomass production and transformation systems, 
including biorefining. Among other things, the ERA-NET Cofund 
aims to support innovation and value creation from biomass and 
biorefineries and organises joint calls between funding bodies from 
Member States and the European Commission. 

It contributes to the strategic objective of FACCE-JPI to build 
a European Research Area in the domain of agriculture, food 
security and climate change as well as to the scientific objective 
of enhancing resilience in agricultural production systems. In turn, 
this will contribute to tackling the Grand Challenge of ensuring food 
security and agricultural production in the face of climate change.

FACCE SURPLUS First call and Second call
The first call for transnational research projects was launched in 
January 2015 with an indicative total available budget amounted 
to 17M€. In November 2015, 14 projects were selected to receive 
funding in the frame of FACCE SURPLUS.

Recognising that other initiatives are considering the scope and 
application of large-scale biorefineries in the EU context, the second 
call of FACCE SURPLUS focuses on the small-scale biorefinery 
concepts and their potential role in enhancing the sustainability and 
productivity of EU agriculture, as well as their scope to benefit the 
rural economy. 10 partners joined this call for transnational research 
projects with an indicative budget of 6,25M€. The deadline for 
submission of pre-proposals was March 7, 2017, while the deadline 
for full proposal submission is July 17, 2017.

For further information please visit faccesurplus.org and faccejpi.com

Subscribe to the FACCE SURPLUS newsletter on 
faccesurplus.org and stay updated on the latest news 
from the ERA-NET Cofund.

FACCE SURPLUS has received funding from the 
European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation 
programme under grant agreement No 652615



Innovative and sustainable intensification of integrated food and non-food systems to 
develop climate-resilient agro-ecosystems in Europe and beyond

 
 
 
Climate changes lead to higher temperatures, which have a significant  
impact on the European ecosystems. In the near future, climate changes will also  
affect yield, growth and food security in all regions, and also impact and  
increase plant resistance.

In order to face these challenges, we need to establish a new agricultural 
system, which is ready for the future. This is exactly what the interdisciplinary  
research project, VitiSmart, funded within the frame of FACCE SURPLUS, aims 
to do.

 
The project will focus on grapevine production; one of the world’s oldest and 
most important fruit crops, and of considerable economic value in many  
European countries. Climate changes increase the risk of grapevine being  
subjected to several microbial diseases.

In order to counteract these grapevine diseases, farmers often rely heavily on 
chemical fertilizers and pesticides, often leading to environmental problems.

The project partners will develop biological and environmentally friend-
ly ways of defeating these grapevine diseases. Furthermore, the project will  
develop methods and tools for viticultural systems to characterize the grapevine  
resilience and identify resilient genotypes according to geographical zones.  
 
Partners also expect to release resilient microbial-inoculated grapevine plants 
that are more adapted to abiotic and biotic stresses, from nurseries to the field.
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Project partners: Ghent University, Belgium – Flanders; Cyprus University of Technology, Cyprus; Ecole Supérieure 
d’Agriculture d’Angers, France; INRA Bordeaux, France; Council for Agricultural Research and Economics, Italy; Fon-
dazione Edmund Mach (FEM), Italy; MERUMALIA Soc. Agr. Semplice (MESAS), Italy;  Warsaw University of Life Sciences 
- SGGW, Poland; Universitat de les Illes Balears, Spain; CISTUS MORA, S.A, Spain; Groen Agro Control, The Nether-
lands; University of Groningen (RuG), The Netherlands; The Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
(FERA), United Kingdom; Prosecco DOCG producers association of Conegliano and Valdobbiadene (PPA), Italy and 
Julius Kühn-Institut, Germany. 

Total funding: 1.517.000 €
Project period: 2016-2019
 
For more information, please visit: faccesurplus.org/research-projects/vitismart

VitiSmart
 
Toward a sustainable viticulture: Improved grapevine  
productivity and tolerance to abiotic and biotic stresses by 
combining resistant cultivars and beneficial microorganisms 


