
FACCE SURPLUS (Sustainable and Resilient agriculture for food and 
non-food systems) is an ERA-NET Cofund, formed in collaboration 
between the European Commission and a partnership of 15 
countries in the frame of the Joint Programming Initiative on 
Agriculture, Food Security and Climate Change (FACCE-JPI). 

FACCE SURPLUS is committed to improve collaboration across the 
European Research Area in the range of diverse, but integrated, 
food and non-food biomass production and transformation systems, 
including biorefining. Among other things, the ERA-NET Cofund 
aims to support innovation and value creation from biomass and 
biorefineries and organises joint calls between funding bodies from 
Member States and the European Commission. 

It contributes to the strategic objective of FACCE-JPI to build 
a European Research Area in the domain of agriculture, food 
security and climate change as well as to the scientific objective 
of enhancing resilience in agricultural production systems. In turn, 
this will contribute to tackling the Grand Challenge of ensuring food 
security and agricultural production in the face of climate change.

FACCE SURPLUS First call and Second call
The first call for transnational research projects was launched in 
January 2015 with an indicative total available budget amounted 
to 17M€. In November 2015, 14 projects were selected to receive 
funding in the frame of FACCE SURPLUS.

Recognising that other initiatives are considering the scope and 
application of large-scale biorefineries in the EU context, the second 
call of FACCE SURPLUS focuses on the small-scale biorefinery 
concepts and their potential role in enhancing the sustainability and 
productivity of EU agriculture, as well as their scope to benefit the 
rural economy. 10 partners joined this call for transnational research 
projects with an indicative budget of 6,25M€. The deadline for 
submission of pre-proposals was March 7, 2017, while the deadline 
for full proposal submission is July 17, 2017.

For further information please visit faccesurplus.org and faccejpi.com

Subscribe to the FACCE SURPLUS newsletter on 
faccesurplus.org and stay updated on the latest news 
from the ERA-NET Cofund.

FACCE SURPLUS has received funding from the 
European Union’s Horizon 2020 research and innovation 
programme under grant agreement No 652615



Innovative and sustainable intensification of integrated food and non-food systems to 
develop climate-resilient agro-ecosystems in Europe and beyond

 

Soil as a whole is a limited resource and its health is critical for any sustainable 
development. In areas where soils are poor due to their geological history, or 
dried out due to lack of water holding capacity, agricultural productivity may 
be low. Moreover, anthropogenic activities, past and present, have resulted in 
additional degradation and contamination of agricultural soils. 

Given the large areas of land which can be considered degraded, a huge 
opportunity in developing and implementing practices aimed at restoring the 
production potential exists. Such a restoration could be a major contribution to 
unlock increased production of food, bioenergy and other ecosystem servic-
es from agricultural land. Considering average trends, yields from such areas 
would likely bring around 10 million tons grains onto the market. 

The research project INTENSE, funded within the frame of FACCE SURPLUS, 
strives to reconvert these sites into sustainable farm land and thereby expand 
the area available for food and fodder production. 

The aim is determine and harmonize methodologies to identify and recover  
degraded soils and develop and optimize novel cropping systems, using pre-
cision agriculture and modeling tools, able to increase produtivity, increase soil 
life and quality and make use of specific amendments to suppress pathogens 
and fertilize soils.  
 
The project will also develop and implement suitable production systems 
applicable for land amelioration in complex degradation situations and 
demonstrate and implement sustainable and financially attractive production 
alternatives for farming on recovered land.

Coordinator

Dr. Arne Sæbø
NIBIO (Norwegian Institute of Bioeconomy Research), Norway
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Project partners:  Helmholtz Zentrum Muenchen GmbH, Germany, Warsaw University of Life Sciences, Poland, INRA 
(National Institute of Agronomic Research), France, Hasselt University, Belgium – Flanders, CIEMAT, Spain, Martlhof am 
Tegernsee, Germany, and Universita’ degli Studi di Parma, Italy.

Total funding: 1.967.000 €
 
Project period: 2016 –2018

For more information, please visit: faccesurplus.org/research-projects/intense

INTENSE
 
Intensify production, transform biomass to energy and novel 
foods and protect soils in Europe


